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ledged without a blush. It only remained to
stage-manage the production in such a manner
that the curtain could be rung up before the
French or other Powers had time to enter a
protest and ask inconvenient questions. Mr.
Curzon, Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs,
made an announcement to the House of Com-
mons in his best style. It was understood that
we were not going to war, but a demonstration
would be made along the Nile Valley to " create
a diversion " and relieve the pressure on our
Italian friends. To prove the strict limitations
of this benevolent move only such troops would
be employed as were already in Egypt; no rein-
forcements would be sent from England; Don-
gola was the objective.
To relieve the garrison of Suakin a native
brigade arrived from India. Three fresh bat-
talions were formed from reservists. Thus
Kitchener could assemble at Wadi Haifa the
whole of the Egyptian Army and one battalion,
the North Staffords, from the British garrison
at Cairo.
Before this, on March 16, a small column had
started to seize Akasha, 75 miles to the south,
and form the first advanced post. A line of rail-
way was rapidly constructed, chiefly out of
derelict material, and by the end of May suffi-
cient troops and stores had been accumulated
to warrant a further advance, which was
pushed up the east bank.
At Firket, 15 miles south of Akasha, about
3,000 Dervishes lay in wait. On June 7 Kitch-
ener sent his cavalry under Colonel Burn Mur-
doch to sweep round behind the village and